My Three Years in America

(3) CIPHER TELEGRAM
" Washington, 2oth November, 1916.
" In reply to telegram No. 112 which was delayed.
" Pursuant to Telegram No. 152.
" Urge no change in submarine war, until decided whether,
Wilson will open mediation, I consider this imminent/'
At the same time I received the first news of the intended
peace offer of the German Government. To begin with, the fol-
lowing telegram arrived from Secretary of State von Jagow :
CIPHER TELEGRAM
4< Berlin, i6th November, 1916.
" Desirable to know whether President willing to take steps
towards mediation, and if so which and when ? Question
important for decision of possible steps in same direction elsewhere,
" How does Mexican question stand ?
" VON JAGOW."
Then followed a further telegram which read as follows :
CIPHER TELEGRAM
" Berlin, 22nd November, 1916.
" Strictly confidential,
" For Your Excellency's strictly personal information. So
far as favourable military position permits we intend, in con-
junction with our Allies, immediately to announce our readiness
to enter into peace negotiations.
" VON JAGOW/'
To the first of these two telegrams I sent the following reply :
CIPHER TELEGRAM
" Washington, 2ist November, 1916.
"Wilson   spontaneously   commissioned   House   to   tell  me
in strict confidence that he is anxious to take steps towards
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